Program for PhD course:
Qualitative Research within the health sciences
Venue: Aalborg University – room to be announced
Date: 25-28 April 2016
The course is organised with lectures, which introduces and discusses different designs and qualitative methods. Each participant will give a short presentation of his/hers PhD project and get feedback from the lecturers and the other participants during the course.
Preparation:

Each participant must provide 3-5 pages written description of their PhD research with special emphasis on questions and issues concerning the qualitative design, which should be send to annamarie@hst.aau.dk no later than Nov. 7th. 

Outline of the PhD study description:

· Problem formulation/ research question  (final or tentative)

· Area or context of study

· Theoretical framework 

· Choice of methods for the empirical study
· Thoughts on analysis method/strategy
· Ethical reflections on the specific relation between researcher and study-participants
· Experiences on qualitative studies
Program:
	Time
	Monday April 25 th       Design


	09:00-09:30
	Welcome and introduction to the 3,5 days PhD course
/Henrik Vardinghus-Nielsen (HVN), Tine Mechlenborg Kristiansen (TMK), Anna Marie Balling Høstgaard (AMBH), Lisbeth Uhrenfeldt (LU)

	09:30-10:30
	Presentation of the participants and their PhD research
/ALL  

	10:30-10:45
	Coffee break

	10:45-12:30
	Introduction – the relation between theory of science, theory, methodology and methods 

/HVN

	12:30-13:00
	Lunch 

	13:00-14:30
	Introduction – design of mixed methods and “pure” qualitative studies – strengths and challenges
/AMH

	14:30-14:45
	Coffee break

	14:45-16:00

- end of day 
	Workshop – Feedback and discussion of each participants written PhD plan with the lecturers
/ALL

	Evening
	Dinner in Aalborg together 
(The discussion can continue) (


	Time
	Tuesday April 26 th       Qualitative Methods


	09:00-09:15
	Introduction to the program – reflections or questions from day 1 
/TMK

	09:15-10:45
	Fieldwork including participant observation
/TMK

	10:45-11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00-12:00
	Interviews - why and how to conduct them? 
/TMK

	12:00-12:30
	Lunch 

	12:30-13:15
	Focus group interviews – why and how to conduct them? 
/TMK

	13:15-14:00
	Video observation – why and how – special ethical considerations
/AMBH

	14:00-14:15
	Coffee break

	14:15-15:30

- end of day 
	Conducting qualitative research within the healthcare system – special consideration on benefits and challenges

/AMBH

	15:30-16:00
	Students mutual reflections from experiences with conducting research within the health system/AMBH


	Time
	Wednesday April 27 th       Analytical strategies


	09:00-09:15
	Introduction to the program – reflections or questions from day 2
 /HVN

	09:15-10:45
	Introduction to analytical strategies – what is it and when and how to prepare for the analysis 
/HVN

	10:45-11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00-12:00
	Analytical strategies: Grounded theory and theory guided strategies
/HVN

	12:00-12:30
	Lunch

	12:30-14:00
	Analytical strategies: hermeneutic-phenomenological guided strategies
/LU

	14:00-14:15
	Coffee break

	14:15-16:00


	Students mutual reflections on own analytical strategy – assisted by the lectures 
/HVN/LU


	Time
	Thursday April 28 th       Ethics


	09:00-10:45
	How to work with and analyse ethical implications in qualitative research 
/LU

	10:45-11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00-12:30
	Mutual reflections and evaluation 
/ALL


Description of the background

Over the last decades qualitative research has risen from a novel and controversial approach to the study of different social and health issues to a widely practiced method for understanding how people view themselves and the world around them. 
The objective of the course is to introduce and discuss different designs, methods, analytical strategies, ethical implications and approaches to conduct qualitative research in health sciences. 
The PhD students will reflect on their project and receive feedback from the participants and lecturers in the course.  The lecturers will also present their experiences from their use of different design and methods in qualitative research.  
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